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1 

2 

i 
p845 Bn "O" Group in which all officers are made acquainted with orders regarding expected 

move to Q8135. I 

p9oo . All ranks were made acquainted with security measures regarding the move north,by 
their coy comds. ! 1 Cdn Div now under Comd 13th British Corps. 
Weather this date fine and warm. 

530 iBn moves by tpt to area 8427 (Sheet 113 1/100,000) ~~ 
200 IB~991ted at Div S~ag~ng area near town of C~TELINA Q8135 for 5 h~urs. All ranks 

j eaagyed 2 hours sWQ~ng in a nearby lake, which was thoroughly enJoyed because the 
' daY was hot and the roads dusty. 

700 Bn again moved off by tpt as per movement order 
000 All sub-units in posn at destination. 

I 

I~ 

APPX 

3 I iweather fine and warm. CO held a discussion with officers both in the morning and 
1 I afternoon concerning pending operations. 

4 

6 

~500 iLt col R S E Waterman CO attended a conference at Brigade. 

I Occasional showers throughout ~he day. Trg was carried out ~under Coy arran@Bments. 
400 Meeting of all officers at BnH~ where pending operations were again discussed. 

Occasional sho•rers throughout the daY• Lt col R S E Waterman spent most of the daY 
addressing each coy in turn, he spoke ParticUlarly of the Part our Bn was destined 
to play in the coming battle of the Gothic Line. Failure is out of the question he 
stated and his talks throughout were interesting and inspiring to all ranks. 
Recce Party went forward to area 7262 where the Bn was expected to move the following ;1J: 
daY. 18 

Film How Green Was My V alleytt was showno 

Weather fine and warm. Bn did not move as was expected but indications are that we 
will move tomorrow. 
Movement Order Issued for tomorrows move to area 736565 1~x 1 

1 
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I ! 0800 
1
Bn moved by tpt as per movement order 

'I ! llOOIAll sub-units in posn at new are~. Tac H~ established at 720620, near FLORENCE. 
1ll30 1Lt col R SE Waterman went to Br~gade. 

j ll430 !Lt col Waterman has a discussion with his coy comds. 

I 8 i lweather fine and warm. Indications this morning are that we are going to move again 
i I \to a new area. 
I I 2200 Bn moved off by tpt as per movement order ~pxl 
I 9 I 0200 1

1

Bn ar:ived at staging area near SIENNA Q.8216 9 and remainder of night was spent 
I 

1 
1 

sleep~ng. 
[ ! I 

[Xi I07301'Bn continued move as per movement order. 
1 ll l545IBn arrived area 6583PERUGIA Sheet 122. BnH~ established at 654835· 

1630 Lt col R s E waterman wwnt to Bde. 
1 Weether this date fine and very warm. 

I 1& 

12 

I / 
i One or two showers during the daY but weather generally fine. 

Coy arrangements. 

Weather fine and warm. Trg under coy arrangements. 
!1900 H/Capt L Wilmot held bible discussion which was well attended. 
2100 Fil~ ''Lifeboat 11 was shown. 

'" 

~rg carried out under 

Weather fine and warm. Rifle ranges selected. Officers will hold a shooting 
competition tomorrow. Pay Parade' was arranged and· there was an EFI issueA which 
included half a bottle of beer per mano 

APPX 

~ 
~}c 

qJt 

~ 
Weather very hot. 

0830 Roman Catholic and Church of England Church par~des were held, after which the Church ~ L 
of England observed Holy Communion. . \ VQ.J. -

13 

1 



M.F.M. 11 

Instructions regarding preparation of 
War Diaries (which will be kept from first 
day of mobilization, creation or embodi­
ment), are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. l. 

TiVAR DIARY 
X'JRZ 

Imlm~~~H 

40/ P & S / 37 (9 / 42 ) 

Original, duplicate and triplicate to hr 
forwarded to 0. i / c 2nd Echelon for disposal. 

Title pages will be prepared. 
West N S R (Erase heading not required) August 1944 

Place Dat~ I Hour I Summary of Events and Information 

---------l-----1-·----l----------------------------------------------------------~--------------·----------------------l·---------------
l 

Remarks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 

13 

14 

17 

18 

19 

ll.OOO 

~:: 
630 

900 

Rifle Competition heln by the officers and also a ~ompetion between the best other 
1 ranks j,.n the regiment and the offi'"'ers. 
I i:Dmi Fi:lm "Dangerous :-ight n was shown. 

l
A & B Coys oarried out a scheme in the Bn area and other sub-units ~arried out trg 
under their own a r·rangements. 
Adjt Capt A J W Dyer and IO ~.~apt R E vampbell attended a disou"ls ion at Bde HQ. re 
methods of reporting in future operations. 
Coy vomds attended discussion at BnHQ. Brigadier J P E Bernat0hez DSO OBE paid a 
l~hort visit to BnHQ. 

Weather fine and warm. Trg as per syllabus. Appx 4 
A representativ e group from the bn whi0.h in0.luded Lt 0.01 \Vaterman, Major Cameron ~11_d 
Major Hiltz attended a parade which included representatives from all $Ub-uni ts ~ 
1 Cdn Div where they were addressed by the Eighth Army vommander Lt Gen Sir Oliver 
Lees e. -~, ]>... 
Film "Dangerous ljheat" was shown. 1~ 

Weather agairi fine and warm. Trg carried out under sub-unit arrangements. 
Offi~ers and senior NCOs attended river crossing exernise (larried out by the R 22eR; 
which was umpired by Klx:E Brigadier J P E Bernat0hez DSO OBE, and .Ma.j or Robertson OBE ,...---;:

1
,__}. b... 

Brigade IvJ.a jor. ~ 

Weather fine and warm. 
0700 Officers and Senior NCOs qarry out a river 0rossing TEW~ where the Bde HQ staff 

were spectators. 

0900 

11100 

I 
I 

Weather rather cool with oc0.asional showers during the day. 
Rec~e party proceeded to area 83836 IE·SI where Bn ·was expected to move in the near 
future. 
Bn "0" Group, movement order issued. 

Oc~asional showers throughout the day. 

'IJ-. 
Appx 1 
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19 I 1 Bn busy preparing for move. 

IESI 

MODThlNO 

:

1

· 19451 Bn moves off by tpt to new area. Owing to very heavy traffic Bn halted some 20 miles 
! short of new area and bedded down for t. he night. 

I I 
20 I 0800jBn moves off by tpt. Weather fine and warm. 

I 09301 Bn arrives in new area, Ta~ HQ. established at 235395. 
1 14001 Lt ~ol Waterman goes to Bde HQ. 
I 1500

1 

Brig J P E Bernatchez DSO OBE paid a r:-,asual visit to this HQ,. 
I 1800 0 of E Holy ~.~ommunion s ervi oe held. by H/ Capt L Wilmot in 0 oy areas. 

21 1 

~ ~ 

I 
Weather fine and warm. Bn spent the day re-~hecking arnmuni tion and equipment and 
generally preparing for pending antion. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I 

' 1100 [ Lt ~ol R S E Waterman paid visit to Bde HQ.. 

0900 / Lt ~ol R SE Waterman attended a nonferen~e at Corps HQ.. 
Weather this date again fine and warm. The offioers of the Bn were busy briefing the 'j? p.. 

1 
lmen on the probable ground we would ~over in the ~oming offensive. I~ 

I
, Weather fine and warm. 
, 0900 All officers attended a discussion at BnH~ after vvhi~h Lt col Waterman @riefed the men 

on the forthcoming operations. ~ ~ 
1400 Lt ~ol Waterma.n and r:-,oy comds at:tend a river C!UOSsing demonstration at 268449. 1~ 
1700 1 Re~~e party left to recne new area 81751. 

I 

094 5/ Warning Order issued for all personnel to be prepared to move to new area, time to be 
notified later. 

lOOOjMovement Order issuea. 
1745 ITpt moves off as per movement order. 
1900 Marching personnel move off. 

I 
I 

0400 1All sub-units reported in posn in new area. Tac HQ established at 167532. 
1400 Lt col Waterman attended conferen~e at Bde HQ. 

Weather this date fine and warm. 
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"'vVest N S R (Erase heading not required) August 

Summary of Events and Information 

Weather ~ontinues to be fine and warm. 
Bn placed on one hours noti~e to move. 
Bn moved off by march route to area 1357. 
All sub-units reported in posn, tac HQ established at 135575. 

1944 

Official notifi~ation was received of Immediate Awards to personnel of the unit for 
action in the Hitler Line: Lt col R S EWaterm.an- DSO; F49817 Sgt Newcombe L J"- MM; 
F40106 Sgt Vingar A - MM; F39668 L/Sgt McKinnon R T - ~~. 
Brigadier J P E Bernatchez DSO OBE paid a visit to BnHQ and r.ongratul,$ated the 
rer.iepients of the above mentioned awards. 

1 Vveather this date fine and warm. 
11630 Movement order issued regarding move to new area. 

I 
Re~ ·~e party leaves to rec~e new area. 

1730 Bn moves by mar~h route as per movement order to area 1165. 
I 2130 All sub-units reported in posn at new area and Tar. H~ established at 112654. 

I Weather again fine and warm. Bn spent the day resting in prepaa-ation for action. 
l l330.R/Oapt L Wilmot affeotionately labell.ed by the men as the "fighting padre 11 arranged 

r.o~union servi~es in the ~oy areas •. 
Light shelling during the early evening but there were no ~asualties. 

Bn placed on 4 hours noti~e to move. Intention is to relieve the 48th Highrs of 
Canada who had captured the high ground overlooking the River FOGLIO area 0772. 
Rec "8 party went forward vtJi th the CO Lt 001 R S E Waterman to 48 Highrs pos ns. 
Bn ordered to move. ~ 
Relief of the 48th Highrs of vanada oommen~es. 
Relief completed. Tac HQ established at ~~ij 075735. 
·weather today was fine and warm. 

Ratrols from a & D voys eaoh with an engr officer and NCO were ordered to recr.e 
the river lin~, approaches and crossings, and were briefed b~ the IO. 
Patrols from c & D voy reported leaving the Bn area. Night was wery peaceful 
considering that the main defences of the Gothic Line were no more than half a mile 
to our front. 

l~mru·ks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 

Appx l. 
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BORGO S .MA.RJA 30 

I 
I 
I 
I 

0700 Both pa~rols report ba~k to BriH~ and are briefed by the IO. The river was found 
to be fordable throughout o~r area, and both patrols having crossed the river reported 
the nearest mmnes to be approximately 300 yds north of the far bamk. Approa~hes were 
good and river 30 yds wide• Neither patrol encountered any enemy opposition. 

0830 Coy vomds, v & D voys ordered to reo~e daylight approaches and ~ oy posns to and on 
lateral road south of river ROGLIO area 0575/0675, with a view to moving r-oys down in 
daylight. -

1030 0 & D voys uomds left the Bn Area on a joint recce. 
1300 Rer-~e patrols returned and informed the eo that the area w~s unsuitable to move to 

ii:v330 
in daylight a.s it was all under enemy observation. 
Two Italian civilians were interrogated by the IO and their information was that the 
enemy had retired a~ ro.s s the river two days previously and that area a~ ross the river 
was heavily mined. 

1400 "0" Gp held at Bn HQ. eo issued orders for attao)l, on the G<bbhic Line. B Coy under 
oomd of Capt J H· Jones ¥v ordered to attach and secure point 133 square 0277 after 
whir-h remaining r>.oys wer~ to move forward under cos orders and s eoure bridgehead acros~ 
river FOGLIO. 

1600 B Coy moves aoross the start line 053753/043745 without any emeNJ.y opposition. 
A, a & D voys form up ready to form bridgehead when B voy secures obje~tive. 

1630 B Ooy oro~ses river and advmn~es towards objective. _ 
1640 B Qoy runs into enemy~ minefield. Unable to find route through or around so continue 

1 cautious advanr>.e. 
1710 Leading platoons B Coy reach gulley 037758 ard push on to lateral road 038766/030756. 
1715 B Coy oomes under enemy small arms fire and has several ~asualties Xm due to S~hu 

mines. 
17 30 I Forward pls B Coy reach lateral road and ~ome under heavy enemy small arms and mortar 

fire. . 
l8JOJDispite numerous efforts to push foTivard B Coy forced to ~onsmlidate on lateral road 

area 038766/030756. 
19 30 A, s & D voys under Major R G The~cton, vapt S D .Smith and Major A Fichols on respe~ti ver-Y 

I 
ordered by eo Lt col R S 2 Waterman ·1so to form bridgehead a~ro.ss the river FOGLIO. 

2040 All four r>.oys firmly dug in north of the river. 

I 
I 
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s .lviARIA \ 30 

I 
BORGO 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

2300 eo moves forward across river to I"'.OY posns. 
2400 Qom:nunioations firmly established, eo prepares to continue battle. Casualties were 

evacuated during the evening with some diffi,..,uity .under dire0tion of unit padre 
·H/Capt L F Viilmot. 

Weather today fine and warm. 31 1 

I 0200 
11 0 11 Group at Tao HQ,. D Coy to attack through :8 Coy posn. V voy to follow D voy. 
Both ooys to l"'.ons<blidate~in vi,..,inity of point 13,3. All noy~ now und er 0onsiderable 
mortar and c::hell fire. 

I o6oo -::: & D '-'oys moved through :r.:. voy, follow axis of gulley 0357 57 short distance rorth of 
lateral road. Both coys for" ed tc ground by very heavy small annc' ar:d mortar fire 
also S!"'.hu mines. 

06 30 c & l:l "'oys ordered to i'ii thdraw but vve:ee ur.a ble to do sa as they were pinned to ground. 
0700 ,£1.rtillery lay smoke screer. to r> over wi tlld.re.vvo.l of C: & D voys. 
0900 All elements now in oomparati ve safety gulley 0277 58. ,... 
1430 jBn ordered to move back across river FOGLIO to area 0547 53 where 0-oys dug in and 

began re-organizing in preparation for an a dvanne the following morning. 
1630 Burial servi0e at R..LiP in Bn area for the dead. 

During the remainder of the day and night unit under considerable enemy harassir:g 
shell fire. Casualties during this phase fairly heavy, 13 being killed 72 wounded and ·'? L 
three missing. vasualties included 1\fu.jor A Fi!"'.holson OC D voy, vapt S D Smith Ov 0 voJ~. 
who were both rather severely wounded. 


