
M .. PtM, 11 
In.i!tru.o.tions ;regru:di,ng preparation of 

W : )iaries (which will be kept fi·om first 
de. >f mobilization, creation or emhodi­
mem), are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. l. 

WAR DIARY 
OR 

-%NfP.EbbiGEN-GE--SV:M¥A..E-¥ 

40/ P & S/3.7 (9/:t2.l 
.. ' 

Original, duplicate and triplicate to .. -:J~ 
forwarded to 0. i/c 2nd Echelon for dispoSal. 

Title pages will be prepared. WEST N S R 
(Erase heading not required) 

MAY 1944 

Place 

CAMPOB.ASSO 
AREA 

Date Hour 

2 

3 

Summary of Events and Information 
Remarks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 

Weather fineo The Coy flags are here and are flying proudly over each area. Unfortunately 
oWing to a bit of free thinking by Miss Smith of Hobsons, the ·coy letters are not on 
them. However this will be rectified shortly. 
· Capt Bill Thexton while on leave ran into his brother·, a 
had not seen for over five years. Rumour has it that when 
left the boat that Bills' brother was in irons. "Cyclone" 
"Shag"~ 
Trg as per syllabus. 

nautical gentleman, whom he 
"Cyclone" Taylor and Bill 
is to be known in future as 

App 3 

Weather fine. Trg as per syllabus. App 3 
Bn 0 Gps at 0830 and 1400 hrs. Lt-Col R SE WAterman issued orders for the· move to a 

concentration area near Iucera. He outlined the exercises to be held in that area, 
and, during the day~· addressed each Coy . in turn in their Coy area. 
A mess dinner under the able directio·n of Maj F E Hiltz was held tonight· at the Bank w 

of Naples, Campobasso.Lt-Col MP Bogert, D S o, being the guest of honour~· The C 0 · 
presided in his usual suave manner and music was provided by an Italian orchestra. An ' 
extremely greasy individual made loud noises and gesticulated freely as he repeated 
Lilli Marlene over and over again. Wine and punch flowed freely, too freely in some 
cases • . A recce party under the guidance of Wally Raeburn of the Montreal Standard set 
out :in search of 15 can Nursing Sisters \vho were supposed to be in tovnn on leave, but 
met with· no · success. Towards· the end of the evening certain officers seemed ·to find it 
rather difficult to distinguish between the Bank of ·Naples · and the Royal York.· A very 
successful evening ended up with a sing-song and certain diehards had the town-major 
cooking steaks for them in the early hours of the morning. 

Weather fine. Trg as per syllabus. 
Five officers of the unit accepted an invitation to attend a Polish festival in 

App 3 

Campobasso. 411 Lt-Col R S E Waterman left for the Lucera area to observe 1 Cdn Inf Bde carry out 
exercises in that area. · 
Today the .. Bn appeared for the first time in all the horrer of denim uniforms looking 

like a cross between the · free Transylvanian army .and the Yorkshire Yokelry. In the true 
i 
' 

~ - -~·-- _ •• :.~••- __ 
1 

_ _ _ :radit~:~n of ·the Cdn :~-:~1-normal s~zM were notic~tle-~y t::.~:;;~:c: ~an-' ~;;~- ---····--~ :·~~ . 



WAR DIARY 
M.F.M. ll 
40/ P & S / 37 {9/ 42) 

OR 
Instructions regarumg preparation of 

Wfl.r Diaries (which will be kept from first 
day ,; of mobilization, creation or embodi­
ment), are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. 1. 

7N~Enbf~~NeB-flUMMkRY-
Original, duplicate and triplicate to oe 

forwarded to 0. i / c 2nd Echelon for disposal . 
Title pages will be prepared. 

WEST N S R (Erase heading not required) MAY 1944 

Place Date I Hour ' Summary of Events and Information 
Remarks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 
--------l----- 1-----l-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~--------------

CAMPOBASSO 
AREA 

lliCERA 

'-·-····-·-··-· ·: : ··---------·- -L -

3 

4 

6 

1600 
1830 

unfortunates of 130 lbs were swathed in ill-fitting sacklike monstrosities which would 
have looked baggy on Man Mountain Dean. Unhappy is the life of the man who has to wal 
out in this ghastly travesty of a uniform. 

Weather fine. Bn cross S L at 0925 hrs on the move to Lucera. Gambatesa was passed 
through en route and to many of the Bn this recalled memories of the day in Oct 43 
when the unit struggled -up the very ·muddy slope and pushed the Boche out of this 
formidable strong point. Arrive at concentration area 1400 hrs. 
Lt-Col R S E Waterman and Capt D I Rice attend Bde 0 Gp. 
Bn trg conference. · 
Back in Lucera the old familiar stamping ground of the L 0 B s in the advance. Famou 

as · the place where the C 0 demolished a hardware store in his search for a kerosene 
lamp and got 140 dozen eggs for ·2000 L. 
Trg continues with fairly long marches to approximate points and places .in the vicini 

of-----. Maj Allan has been heard muttering dire threats of what he will do if he gets 
any more directions in this way. 

Weather fine. All Coys to the trg area to carry out Inf cum Tk exercises. 
Today the ~M distinguished himself with another magnificent directive on how and whe 

to get flashes and patches for the men. On returning to camp after dark Capt J K Rhode 
put in a request for an immediate interview with the Div Psychiatrist. Eighteen large 
closely typed sheets of bumph meeting him with orders .. for everything- from washing his 
mens' feet with soap and hot ·water to requests for nominal rolls of :n:(en wishing to 
change their false teeth. A directive to pack up· and leave for Inf cum tk trg at 0530 
hrs the next morning and the very famous one from the Q M for a list of shortages ~ 
flashes and patches to be in to him by 0800 hrs and sewn on by 1200 hrs. Some people 
still wonder why Coy comdrs wear a continually harrassed look and why grey hairs sprou 
over ·night. 

Weather fine. Coys carry out exercises as per directive . 
Recce party under Maj F E Hiltz left for the Montesarchio area. 

I 
TAe Adjt having been almost continually insulted for being away from the B 0 0 every 

. time there is a show was . observed this evening reclining in an arm chair pla~· 

_j -- ·-- ··-···- ----·· ·---··-·--- ____ _: ___ ~ ··-···---'-------·-- ···--···· 

App 3 

App 3 

App 3 



M.F,M, 11 
Instructi.ons regar.ding · pr.epar;:ttion of 

War Diaries (which will be kept from first 
day of mobilization, creation or embodi­
ment), are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. 1. 

WAR DIARY 
. OR 

~2~~1}gi;i&itJ:EN~iJ3iJ~:s-ti:M.MA-:RY---

40/ P & S / 37 (0/ 42) 

Original, duplicate and triplicate to . be 
forwarded to 0. i / c 2nd Echelon for disposnl . .i~~·t:::'!:.,;:-... ..... .._._ ................... _ .... ..4~ ...... ~ .. ........ .._.JJ,.. ..... ~ ......... ~~..J.----- \. ,._........_.......J......._-.,.:._..-.J....,.._j.l.._.. ;._ 

Title pages will be prepared. NEST H S rt 
(Erase heading not required) J.-, OJ. ,-! I,..,.. 

Place Date Hour 

LUCEB.A 6 

:OuGCIAHO 8 

9 

,.. .... 

V 
Summary of Events and Information 

smokeing his IJipe whil.e Betty Grable tied herself into knots on the screen for 
his amusement. Beside him on a table reste~ the oderly room tele~hone,an extensihn 
having been provided by the so. 
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-:;·leather fine. Tps carry out exercises as per directive. Inf cum tk shheme done A.PP 3 
by A and B Goys while C and D Goys obser~e. Wireless failed badly on first scheme 
done by A Coy but proved excellent on second done by B Coy. Lt-Gel E L M Burns 
attended the second scheme which was carried through very creditably by the coy. 
The whole Bn was wisked back to Lucera bW- M T mch to the relief of everyones' . feet 
for the next days move. 

Weather fine. Reveille 0430 hrs,breakfast 0500 hrs. Bn c~oss S L as Per 
m.oveaent orcl.er. Arrived in new area and not a bad :place. nn. have seizeci_ the best 
in the vicillity and. the coarser element amongst the su.bs.l terns have been ob served 
vv-e.lki::1g around licking their lips as rumours of e. o ocktail party float abroad. 
There is also e. Baroness who goe s witll the house. 

ine weather is fine anu. warm a.nO. ·Gne -vvw hour:·s daily. sels·t;a is re8.1J.y weJ.come. 
:.i.'x·g as per s,ylj_a-oi. In ·the evening a fll.m was s.now.u .. 

. , 

:J.:rg as per sy.LJ.abi. Yiea"G.ner fiue as usua~. 

i:r·,<..: as T1er su.lJ.. l"l ol· • ..u7 i: '·oJ. ·>-< ~. fj; · · 
o .J::.' ~ " v J..L ~ - na·verman aullena.ea a J..ec-Gure on Jl...rrti_~J.a.l:arial 

~r·f~g~~ .r~rC8r&sDl1c8ys. We a:~J!le:r· fin_e ar10. warm. ln ·ione afT;ernooll. a Of:r (;h ·paraO.e was 

O:tiicers o:t: .t1 Q & Bn visitea. .i.~a-nles l·n .· ... e·, ev-ei1l.I1~- . . Jf{ r u.u. = :i:.ne Cac·rier :Ela"Goo.n was aG"Gac ' 
to S L l for trg i.u .m: lvl li. 

i'ine. wea't:ine:r· ·c;.o-6.2 -v. :L'J::
0
f-" a "' ;•er· s, ... J.-· J.. Q ·"; ·· -

......., .... .!;' " ~..,...... J..u ·line morninc, L·t; Ool E. S E Wa li e:rm 1 

aa.uresse..6. eacn Coy ir1 -·uurn in Wilich .ne om:;lin~d tne general -nic-ru_re 01·· 
r .., line COiillllg 



WAR DIARY 
OR 

M .F.M , 11 
2 40/ P & S / 37 • ·) .. ,-< I Instru.ctioru; regarding preparatio.n of 

War Diaries (which will be kept from first 
day ·of mobilization, creation or embodi­
ment), are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. l. 

~J;}±flf}.l!JN(}lfjA1SJf}'MM-lf'R¥· 
Original, duplicate and triplicate t ; ' be 

forwarded to 0. i / c 2nd Echelon for di~r,_.,.,sa l. 
lu.A.J.. Title pages will be prepared. ·lTt:;t>.J.. J.', bn 

(Erase heading not required) 

Place 

. .DuCCiiu~ 0 

Date Hour 

1.3 

14 

2 '1 

11100 
1·1.300 
I 
I 

i 

100U 

Summary of Events and Information 

OJ?e:cation • 
maJ ~.:ren C ·v· ·;,;·o.n:es .lJ b v aa.u:.ces s eo. -clle .oll o:ciei.LY. 
l.J~ Goi. .r1. >:> .D ·,ialier·ruruJ. anci Goy Gomcu·s a:li ·Geuu.eo. a svLA.a.;y- 6Jl au DUe E q_ . 

o:tiicer:·s ·(jo c.;.. ..L ,~:; ·~~· ~ wiun .m.aJ i: 1:, 1-u.i.uz. 
·.t:.u..e (., vs aciur·ess •va s c;. :r: ea.L l.llB. S ue l '1Ji e l:e m.~.ci J.le J.J.ei.G. vlle llien SiJe.L.illO'll..uu. oy .t.J.l. S 

e.Locrctence anci :J..ooKeO. ver:y J?lCu 'lu·esy_ue i n ~.!.lS oJ.ci :r:ose i.IJ::ov_s e :cs E~llCl ra~.~:ricl ti c c.ne. 
1n ~.~ne a i ·venwon Ji;neCoi. .n. i::i ..c; ·u·a -cer·lllan o: Go:/ (-o.w.O.:cs o.u ·GeH<ieu a ..1.. .D ii J.. au DUe nq_. 
A ver·y b:r·LL..Lianv a:ppr-ecl ci v lOlJ. O:I -cne si -liua v lOn IOL ·o:r.·eaKlH6 ul.!.HD:~ g.i.l ~l.Lb ~.:rus ·v av :i:Jln ~ 

:c· ine weai.IHei'. :J.:I'g . as pe:r: syi...Laoi. 

A G oi'-E G.l.lU.L'(.;.tl raraa.e 'i-18.::0 nei.o. -v~we:J: ' C:i .aOv s -v.l:::lllE:l ' SV~i.. nH:;; .LeS S OH Via S 1 ' 8 6, 0. UJ 

(..l:le (, 0 anCi eve1·yone vvas J..lr t,e:r:e:svea. vo :J..ea1·n ·cn:::::G ~.:roi.l a vn wc.s .t-;:l..L.Lea. uy a s-cone 
·c:U~yil 6..~..u.~.:;i,:. i..ullo ·t;J:le giants .ileaO.. ·..L:uis was conslcier·eo. a mas v8l'J?lece. 

Goy Com.Ci:r:-s a ·u uencieci a .t: £ 'n :.I.. vna v enCieO. up lll Denevenvo wi -t.l1 a .Lunch a ·v vne 
Officer·s o:J..u·o. Cap v :Don nice conv:c-i uu ~.~eo. vile no ui.e sura oi -i 0 ~i:r:e v o ·i:ine eno:c:wous 

bili. oi s-e-v e1:al ..truncir·eci i.Jire. 

l'i eatne:~:· fine . and war:m. 
posn D;yt2100 nl.;S • 

:On r·es ·i:iJ..n.g an<i I'eor-garlizing. 
S·et-urrn e:c· J..S i asl, appr.·oac!llllg anci 

All coy s in 

? J..c vu:c·e S.iiows a::c:r:a ngea. v o oe snoYil'l l ll .Dli. .ti. q_ a :r.·ea. 

u.ne neav :r:ea.L..LY O.J..svr·e s sJ..nc::, av vlllies. 

Remarks, referrl'ces 
to Appendices ~nd 

initials 

~. 



vVAR DIARY 
DR 

M.F.M . 11 
40/ P & S/ 37 (0 / 42) Ir,stru.ction.s regarding pr.eparation of 

War Diaries (which will be kept from first 
day .of mobilization, creation or embodi­
ment), are contained in F .S. Regs. Vol. l. 

Title pages will be prepared.y;:r;;:;..~.. .Li S .1.\. 
i!t~-~~vt!J!IW± 

J:ilA..L 

Original, duplicate and triplicate t.o · lw 
forwarded to 0. i / c 2nd Echelon for dispoan.L 

(Erase heading not required) 

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information to Appendices nnd I 
Remarks, referenctls 

---------------~~-- ~-------!-----~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--------------- initirus 2o I 1 .!.! .r J. SuJ_.)p.Lles, ~.1..i.J..8LLY uet::.L· cc ~noco-La11e::> Yvas ur·oug.n~.~ -u.y ai.Lu. J..t:ibu.eu.. r--------------

29 

1ov0 

1430 

2000 

0G45 
1415 

l vltvfJti!Vijlj;IJ!&{Mla v.nur·cn rC::J.ra6.e vvas nei_a 111 .u vo;; ar·ea av11ena.ea. u;y DI'lg ne1.·na11c.Des :UVS0 
O:.DE. 5por·l:..s lJJ:·g coilll.lienceu 1iO-Cla;; ur.J.uer une ulrecvlOn or n n SyO.L'liS v:til<..:e:r: (,ap11 
u u .~.ay.Lor· . 3 vJ:Ir·s & 9·i 0 r. r' el.LLlOr<..:elllen.vs a:r:r·ivea (j!.l.lS evenJ..ng anu vve:r:e au.Ly 
aJ...Lo·c eO. -G 0 vOJS • 

Yiea11.ner· com;i:.uues "to ue i111e allU war.w.. ver:y <ius1.y. J.·nese a.ays spenv ln r·e-
OLganlz:lng ana r·e-e Cfll.lp J:llllg J..i.1. J:.l:r.·e J:lal:a ~.~ io.l..l. io1.· :L"u vur·e openH lo.L ... s. uJ?o.:c v ::> v r ·g lS 
oeJ..ng vle;ou:rsi:...;y carrieG. on • 

.u-G (;o.J.. nli S E vY::ne:r-.i.JJ.an alJ""Gendlid a discussing gp a-c .bu.e :O:q, accompanieci by "two 
was a QlS~u.~alo~ Oil ~lie 

ul::L.LE:::t: euv Jt.ll.l.ases oi vile uav~.~i_e IO.c ·v.ae nlli.Le:c J.JlHe. 

\vesv .l.i u :\. ~!lLl..aGs.ki~&fX"ffi"lli@;~*.J:.Ql i:>Uiv u8..L-L vec.:W.l ft,Ov awa y vO C:1. goou Svar··(j uy 
uea V l~e; vue n ~2:e n u ear.u Wl v~Ll a s ~o::r:e OI 31 V 0 9. 

A. ::5~.~ abe SHow coLJ.sisvlHg oi 4- G 'li A CS a.H<i seve:r.·o.J.. lllell enve:L-~ 2t llJ.e6. a la:r:6 e 
Hu.w.ue:r: oi lllen oi· vnis nG.e. J." u ooK p.La~e Oll vne S.Lope OI a .s:r.:assy :aii..J.. a.i.1.U. llJ. 
splve OI lllle uO""G stu:t. ·lil!8 snow wa s app::ce~l&l.ieU. uy aJ...L. .Lue s..uovv ·was spou<..;el·eu. u:; 
v.1..1.e iot.n· i:>e::r:vl~e s . 
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