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'!TEST H S R (Erase heading not required) M .. A.,."'i.CE 1944 

Summary of Events and Information 

Weather fine a~~ mil~. Slight shelli~g fw~ Coy pos~s ~uri~g ~ay, 
Maj F Hiltz has assume~ com~ the B., ~uri ~g the perio~ that Lt Col R S E '. ~ aterman is 

on leave. 
1130 Recce party-of the R22eR visite~ the Bn area in preparation for the relief to be 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1100 

0900 

1030 
1600 

carrie~ out night 2/3. 

·vveather fine, Slight shelli-ng fwll area, no cas~ 
Lt Ge-n Sir Oliver Leese, KCB CBE :JSO, prese-nteJ. me~als to 77 all ranks of 1 c~., Div 

a-ne. a-ncillary tps at S Vito. Memberg this u-nit receiving a:warlls were·, Capt J C 1\lacNeil 
MC, Sjt D G Tait-·NIM: ,Cpl J Amero h1:M, Cpl J A MacLeo2.. lVjM, ljCpl J Yl King IviM,Fte H Vv Fell 
MM, Fte R E Brow-n li1M. ·-

1 

Cha-nge over complete;l by 2200 hrs without i-nci~ent, B~ now occupyi.,g res Bn posn at 
Villa Gran~e. 

-·weather fi-ne, Slight shelliY~g B.,., area,· ~o cas. EFI supplies i s sue"' to~ay, this 
i-nclullell e~., beer. Groun"' gra~ually ~ryi-ng which helps to make the Italian smells 
pro-nou..,cell. 

Party of 7 5 to S Leo-nar--'o by tpt to see film, "You are always in my heart". 
-· . -. 

Weather· fi n·e an~"" warm. E-ny· very quiet to~ay. 
Coy Com~rs Aiscussio-n at BY1 m:~ .• 

Volu-ntary church para-'~e (C of E ). Weather --'ull ;luring with rai1'1 comme-ncing in the 
eve-ni-ng, 

Col.=~ with -snow a,,.- ·rain, grou~;:: very mu.=~~y. Normal res area trg carrie~ on. · 
B'>'i rest ce11tre opene..< at S Leonar.:~o known as the- · ~'Hova Scotian Hotel 1

]. This will 
use.=~ to accomo--'ate tps for 48 hr perio..<s of rest an.:~ relaxation, 

Still raining, a · large -number of ;lug-outs· anll slit-tre~ches are .,ow floo"'e .... 
Ivtaj F Hiltz to B~e HQ ·where he · receive~ orrlers to relieve Carlt&York R night 8/9. 
Bn 0 gp re relief to be carrie.=~ out tomorrow night, 
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\'iEST N S R (Erase heading not required) Ki:.RCH 1944 

Summary of Events and Inform.ation 

Weather clou.::~y a:1=~ mil.::~. 'Extremely mu.=~.::oy co.,..,-'litio,., of the grou,.,"' makes life in the 
fw~ area i,.,creasiYlgly miserable. 
Take-over complete-1 without i..,cir1e,..,t by 2400 hrs. B,.., ""'OW occupyi..,.,g ge'~"~eral area 2814 
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9 Raine"' very har~ throughout the =~ay. S,.,y quiet this sector. Recce a.,..,.::o co.,..,tact patrols. 

10 

11 

12 

o•1ly carrie-" out ,..,ight 9/10. 

Day clou~y ~~th some rai,..,. Party of 4 officers anrl 114 ORs rei.,..,forceme.,..,ts arrive.::o at 
Rli)ar B,.,. 

Weather fi-ne a.,.-,c_ warm. Lt Col R S E Viaterma,.., retur""e.=~ from leave a'~"~=~ LJ.aj F Hiltz 
resume.=~ his "'uties as 2 i c at Rear B,,. Slight shelli,..,g our FDLs, '"'0 cas. Co,..,tact a,..,.: 
sta,..,.::~i ,..,g patrols o.,.., ly ..,.,ight 11/12. 

High wi,.,,. an ?~ heavy rai,.., agai'"'. Enemy very Quiet our sector. Co,..,tact a""'rl stan"'i:,.,g 
patrols as usual. 

13 ' Weather fine a.,..,r1 warm. 
0800 Coy com-'lrs· ·meetiYlg at B.,., HQ to "rl iscuss .the HCO situation within the u.,..,it. 

Brig Gib"son visite..:1 the Bn ~uri,.,g the morni..,g. 
A fightiYlg patrol of ·o,.,e officer (~IDfe:) a-n..:1 ·· 1o ORs put i,., a rai.-1 · o.., area 

XX ~ · ). Got witi-n 20 y~s of their objective whe-n 

14 

·they ·· came u..,r1er hy M}(lviP a,.,r~ gre,.,arle fire. Patro·l was force=~ to withr1raw with 2 ORs 
wouY1~erl a..,=~ 1 OR missing presumerl kille~. ':::'hree e..,y . . MG pos,.,s were pinpoiYlte~ by this 
patrol. 

'Heather fi.,.,e with high win?~. DVs toJ.ay i,..,clu;le-'1 LtCol K S Bjor,.., of OCTU .SelectioYl 
Centre a,..,;l IvlA.j Morgan both of whom remai,..,e~ over ...,ight. 

E,.,y shelling this sector was on aYl i.,.,crease..:1 scale tor1ay causi,..,g 2 serious as well as 
several mi-nor cas. 
Recce patrol to area 280143 locate.=~ 5 e11y weapo,: pits that are bei-ng ma11,..,e.:~. 
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ORrO.!.·~A ARE!->. . 15 '.".feather fir..e a"';:! warm. 
1400 Lt Col R S 3 '.laterma,., atte.,.,-"e a .:liscussio.,., at ~ ~e H :~ . 

Fightin g patrol of 1 officer(Capt Z ~ Hersey) a.,.,~ 18 ORs we-t out at last light. 
Encountere-" e.,.,y in stre~gth area 2811§4. ~fter sustai-ning 4 ORs cas a~,:~ himself bei~ g 
vvou,..,.:le;l Capt Hersey Viith,:~rev.,r his 1)atrol. 

2135 z.,.,y pul1e,, some SP guns i.,..,to the i'triella river valley a.,.,;:~ shelle"' the ar·ea of Villa 
Gra'"'-" e for approx twe.,.,ty mi ,.,utes. Very few of ~: . :Jse fell ion the B~ area, '"'0 cas. 

16 ':leather fine a"·-" cool, grou'"'"' .,.,ow "'ryi.,.,g .,.,icely. E-ny shelli.,.,g a'"'"' mortari-ng our area 

17 

18 

was O'"' a re;:!uce"" scale to ,::1 ay, '"' 0 cas sustai ,.., e .:1 from this. 
At <:.; last ligb.t Li eut 1~1oore took a fighti ..-.g: pat ro 1 of t 8"" me~· to area 27 91~4 • Havi-ng 

l
approache"' to \'lithi"' 20 y;:!s eY'jy pos...,s that area came-u-n-"er hy 1:G, Mi' a"'"' rifle g re,..,a;:!e 

1fire. Mr Moore a.,.,"' his senior HCO were seriously wou:::..-"e-'1 a.,..,;:~ :patrol were force-~ to 

l
with.:lravJ ]:Jri.,.,gi""g thei_r wo_:-"""'8.::! vvith th~m~ It ~vas lea~""'e ~ with regret th~ ....,ext ;:!ay , 
that Cpl .t'each of the P.,.,r rl,lo"' g a fw..<"1J. lJ.ar fJ.gure vvltlu,- the B-....,, ha"' _,le"' of wou"'·' s 
as a result of this actio"'. 

~~ather fi-ne. Very quiet "'ay o.,., our fro~t. Contact patrols only carrie"' out night 
17/18. 

, 'd eather fi..., e a'""' warm. 
10001 LtCol. R S E ·~raterma-n ~tten"'e~ a'"' 

,be relJ.eve"' by R22eR YIJ.ght 19;20. 
1400 Recce party to area '"'OW occupie;:~ 

0 gp at B·~e Or;:~ers receive::> that this w•it v.,rill 

1 9 Clear fi,.,e ~ay . 

20 

1000 Recce party of the R2 2efit arrive"~ to li a ise vvi th their opposite '"'Umbers this U'"'i t. 
E,.,y was very quiet this sector throughout-'the "'ay a,.,"' . the take-over was con:.I;:::. 2-:- . -

wii.. I".tO\lv-·i,ci"~::-v- 'by 2230 hrs. Patrols fof_ night 19/20 were supplie"~ by this u~it. 
These i""clu-'e.::J o""e fighti-ng patrol whicn·trw,vever i'" without cas by 2230 hrs. 

Very~·fi""e "ay.-·B"'-·,...,0-¥.' i"" J3c1e-.reserve a;rea. lv1or~i""g spe,..,t i.,.., clea.,.,i.,.,g_.a.,.,~ checki~g of 

V·reapo"' s , after .... oo-r in clea,..,i -g equipme"'t for march past to be carrie out 22 Y.:ar 44. 

~ 
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21 Rai~ i~ the mor-i""g cleari~ c at 1400 hrs. ~ay spe-t i- resti...., g a- ~ prepari- G for the 
ITmrch o·- the aorrovv-. 

22 0730 Rai.,.., whici1 hs -, bee"' tl1reate;"'i~g all .,..,i ght ca..m.e "'O\'V' i~ torre~ts-'anco7rlpa~ie ·, by-· a wi~" 

\·Vhicll 1'eache" c;ale-·prop'Ortio'~s. 'l1ps move, off at 0800 hrs as 1&1"--' ·'ovr but h.s.' ~ot 
r.eache" the SL v.rhe.,..., \':or ·" vms ret:ei ve, tl'la t-'the-·march-'was postpo"' e"'. Tps move back to 
coy areas where bala~ce of the -"ay v;as spe""t O"" ·'ryi~g Hhere possible • 

.-J -. ...._ ....., ...._. 

2} Day over-cast v'li th slight-'::rizzli ·-g rai ;.; . EFI supplies vvere issue ·' to_, ay, highlight of 
thi~ bei ·~ g 2 bottles-'of C-,..., beer-·},!er Ifla"". 

Or -"ers were Beceive"' for this u·~it to relieve Carlt&York R "'ight 24/25, move to be 
complete' 'by 2400 hY.s. 

1900 Officers .::Jiscussio"' at -n~ H~~ . 
It is with regret that··~ev-18 was to-"ay receive ·, that our!,;. 0, M:aj VJoo-"s is to be 

poste, avvay from this U""it. 

24 nay fi.,..,e but sl!ghtly cool. 

I 25 

Mrrj H C Joh.,...,sto"', RCJJ.,IC arrive.:.. to be attache-" this BOO'(. -· 
1915 B.,.., move off to rt:Hi eve Carl "t &-'Y<Jrk R i"' the right fv.r:~ B"' area of the B ~ e fro~t. 

over 1..vas complete-" vvithout i.,..,cPe...,t by 2230 hrs. 
_, 

Fi"'e but coo'l:' LYttle or ~o e"'y shelli.,..,g o~-'mortari....,g ou.r·'sector to""a;t. At 150 0 hrs 
our arty-·lai.::J -~tjv,"" a box smolce barrage aro\ly;"" BOD'RLOH in a~-'effort to "'raw fire from 
that pos~-,· but .::~ue :perhaps to the fresh wi"'"" which qlllickly "'issipate-" the smolce this 
ruse was "'Ot successful. 
.rl.\vo officers of the ::JeseY.t Air 

part of a""'system of excha""ge of 
the m~tho,, s of the other.-· 

F'orc:B arri\1'~2. t'o spe~-"-"48 hrs -vvith the B.,. This !s 
airforce a., _, I .,_, f perso'~-el to permit each to stu-"y 

Besi~es tn~ usual sta.,.,~i...,g a~-" co~tact 

of GREBl~ a.,.,.::~ BOURLOH respectively. 
uatrols -· ' 

-· 
2 recce patrols were se...,t to the 
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26 

27 

I 
I 

2s 1 

10445 

29 

( EratJe heading not required) 

Summary of Events and Information 

~::Jay-'fi!ie but agai"' cool yoJi 'th l1ie;11 Yvi ,..,.: • Ho e~y mortari "'g or -shel!i ""g O"" our '!ro"'t 
-~uri...,g ·'ay. Recc-e patrols O""lY to"'ight vrith a view to gatheri"'g i.,..,formatio"" 0"' which 
to base a fighti "'6 patrol tom.orrow· ""ight. 

F'i...., e but cool-'vJi th high vri ,.,.,... • No e::1y she!li ..,g our secto~ to "'ay. 
It is believe-' that caves i-..J thEi gullS O"' the right fla"'!t of our B--. posi-1 k"'O'tJ""' as 

PLOV3..."tt are occupi e"' by the e"i1 i"' the "'ay time so a PIAT _ ... et was positio....,~ -" approx 
2)0 y::J s from t1ie a1m caves a"" -' fire" 18 bombs. Thre~ wei"e observe"' to be .-. irec't hits 
o-· the caves, .,..,o e....,y moveme·~t vra.s however observe, "uri ....,g or after the shoot i.,.., that 
vici....,ity. 

:Fighti..,g patrol attempte" to rai -~ the caves f--. FLOVER at last light. Came u-"er heavy 
fire before they reache"' the objective a,.,"' force~ to retire. 

Day fi,.,e but-'cool~ 
2 off1-bers a.,..,-: 14 ORs-·put i--.-·a rai -' on-'BOL..'~LO:i.:;- un.:~er cover-·of supporti.,..,g program of 

mors a--.-" arty, but fou- .:1 ""O e--y t)ccupyi "'8 that feature. 2 sYlfpers took up a pos--. just 
right-' of tha't feature··to remai-n -"uri"'g the -"ay-'to observe a~"' s.,ipe. . "" 

Acti.,..,g o-n informatio.,.., brought back by the rtfi-:::ti....,g party, a"' attempt wa-s nia=>e tit first 
light to secure-'the-'BOURLOn feD:tur'B:' The lea-" i:ng s~c was e"'gage"" 15y' gre...,a ~ es a-n-::< 1¥IG 
vvhe.,.., about....;30 :!"' s i '\:-ito the rui ....,s a,.,~ rubble. Fore e"' to with"' raw a~ -"~take up pos--. i Yi 

gully 7 5 y;.~ s i .,.., ...... fro...,t tlf BOURLON. Frofd. heJ:le a"-'r'"'J:re fight 1.-vas carri e" on with the e-ny 
throughout the "ay usi"Hg t:tll Pl weapo,.,s i-nclu-"i.,..,g the PI.AT. -· ,~., 

A Pl"-'attack was put i,.., o....,~'BOl:JRLOr1 which met verjf heavy oppos1tion. Att~cki...,g part'y' 
force"' 'tt) with"'raw sufferi.,..,g i...,~·cas, 3 ORs kille..:1, 1 OR missi...,g believe~ kille"' a., _, 13 
ORs wou...., -~ e"' .Truly a place of rra,..,y surprises. 

Weath'Br fi'n'e a-n-'1 t"varm. ...., ~ ~-· 

DVs (C..ist1rgu:lshe-" visite~$)-'this mor.,..,'1.,.,g i,.,clu"e"' Maj-Ge-n Vokes,GOC 1 C::-<.,., Div a.,.,c.. 
rig Gibsoy;. E-,emy'-'shelling a,..,.:J mortari-ng of our pos...,s vvas 0 1"' a,.., i.,.,crease"' scale from 

17 00 hrs u..,.,til mi .::~,.., ight. -· -· 
Three recc'B patrols of 2 sco-uts-·each se-nt out this "'ight to gather i ...,fm o., which to 
ase fighti..,.,g patrels followi-ng -night. 
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!.t-Ool...., of 2 Pol Corps visite~~·ar" was Wi""Br' a.,..,~ -'li""e~ at this H'~ . 
I.,.,forme" us with some -~isgust that he ha" u.,.., _,er his conY1 a B,., of Italia...., tps. :9uri .,.,g IJf 
his vi si t~•to the fw:. area""'he was.....,most i!ripress-e.:l with a shower bath at our 311 mor base .'. 
plttte posv=~. This is vvlthiY{-.~500 y::ts Of e~y posv,s.·~ ~ 
I,.,~rease~ e.,.,y shelli.,.,g a.,.,~ mortari.,..,g of our""'pos.,.,s ,~uriV.g :::1ay. 
To,.,ight the Goys rotate clockwise ·which bri.,.,gs .A Goy i.,..,to t:he reserve coy pos.,.,. 
Two recce patrols each of tvvo scouts to areas of BOURLOH an!! PLOVER. 

Weath~r fi,.,e to.:~ay....... ~ 
Lt-Ge.,.,""'Alll'~ey, com.:~l-' 5 Corps accompa"' i e":: by Br'ig Gi bso,..., vi site~ the area to.:~ ay. 
Shelli..,g a"'~ mottari:v,·g of our""'area was o.,.., ti re~uce scttfe. ....., ~-f\0 

""')~ll villages 3:""" tovv..,..,s this B-1 e area place"' out of bou.,...-"s. Capt C B Gochra"' recce.:! a/ ".• 
.,..,_ evv area foJ:I B.,., :E-IQ. -· ....., s; 
Patrols to,.,ight co.,...siste.:; of tvm ambush patrols which however. ha-'1 '~o success. 

/ 


